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Compile a Prospect List 
Try these ideas to create a list of builders worth considering:

n	 Search the Metro Omaha Builders Association  
(MOBA) membership directory online at  
moba.com/buildersandremodelers.asp. 

n	 Tour our region’s only virtual home show, courtesy  
of MOBA, at omahahomeshow.com. 

n	 Visit the Spring Parade of Homes, sponsored by  
the Metropolitan Utilities District, May 14 - 21.  
(For more information, e-mail Lisa Frey at  
lisa@moba.com or call 333-2000, ext. 104.) 

n	 Pick a nice weekend day and drive through new 
developments. When you find a house you like,  
ask the owner about the builder. 

n	 Ask friends, family, co-workers or real estate agents 
for recommendations.

Check That Rep 
Once you have names, investigate reputations. Consider:

n	 If the company has a long, financially strong  
history, a solid safety record and a good on-time 
completion record.

n	 Whether the builder stays current with  
construction techniques and market trends.

n	 How committed the company is to top- 
notch craftsmanship.

Check two or more customer references for each company.  
You can also check their record with the Better Business 
Bureau (bbbnebraska.org, 391-7612). And check with 
your local department of labor (595-3095 in Omaha) to 
make sure the builder is registered with the city.

Get Nosy 
For builders you still like, probe deeper for more insights 
on the company, their homes, policies, services and so on. 
For instance:

n	 Does the builder use subcontractors? If so, get  
details on them, too.

n	 If you want to, can you do some work yourself,  
hire your own subcontractors or supply your  
own materials?

n	 What are the builder’s standard floor plans and  
where can you customize?

n	 How does the company handle change orders?

n	 How can the builder add value (e.g., a guaranteed 
move-in date, in-house design services)?

n	 What warranties are offered?

n	 How good is the company’s customer service?  
What attention and contact can you expect during  
and after construction? 

Count on Communication 
As you talk with promising builders, pay attention to how 
well they communicate and how comfortable you feel 
working with them. A builder you can easily speak with 
will be invaluable in making this a positive experience that 
leaves you with the home you’ve been dreaming of. 

Likewise, if you’re looking for home financing options, 
consider working with a partner you’re already comfortable  
with. First National Bank gives you local, personal service 
that makes it easy to ask questions and stay on top of 
your account. For added peace of mind, consider our 
BuilderFirst© Program, which lets you lock in your interest 
rate for a full year during construction and prior to your 

mortgage starting. To  
learn more, call a local  
Mortgage Representative  
at 498-5340 or go to  
firstnational.com and 
click on Mortgage Loans 
under Loan Products.

Who Should Build Your Dream Home?

Find Your Best-Bet Builder
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Have your heart set on a brand-new, built-just-for-you 
home? Start the process right by picking the best 
builder for your needs. These steps will guide you  
in the right direction. 

Pick a nice weekend day and  
drive through new developments. 
When you find a house you like,  
ask the owner about the builder. 

GOOD IDEA

First News

PLAY BALL! 
First National Bank is proud to sponsor what  
promises to be a springtime baseball classic.

Rosenblatt Stadium, May 16, 7 p.m. 

Is it time for mortgage 
payment predictability?
Important information for Adjustable Rate  
Mortgage (ARM) holders. 

The past few years presented tremendous 
opportunities for mortgage customers. Many 
homeowners — from first-time homebuyers to those 
well acquainted with the refinance process — chose 
an Adjustable Rate Mortgage (ARM). In an already 
low mortgage rate environment, ARMs provided an 
attractive option, allowing greater payment flexibility. 

However, most ARMs feature a fixed-rate period of one, 
three or five years before the adjustable rate pricing 
takes effect. So if you’re a homeowner with an ARM, 
you could soon be facing a significant change in your 
mortgage payment.

We can help!  
If the thought of unpredictable mortgage payments 
scares you, we can help. Call or visit with one of  
First National Bank’s Mortgage Specialists to discuss 
the many attractive fixed-rate mortgage options 
available. Our lenders will take the time to understand 
your needs and make the refinancing process easy.      

To schedule an appointment with a Mortgage  
Specialist, call 498-5340 or, outside Omaha,  
800-228-4411, ext. 5340. Or stop by one of  
First National Bank’s convenient locations. 

Construction continues to progress on  
First National Bank’s newest branch at 144th 
and Dodge, set to open near the end of May. 
First National Bank is planning a Grand Opening 
Celebration on June 10. Look for event and special 
offer information in the coming months. 

New Branch Updates

Upcoming Seminars
Kids’ Banking  
Saturday, May 13, 10-11 a.m. 
114th and Dodge branch 
Saving and spending money wisely are the subjects of  
this seminar especially for children ages 6-12. 

529 College Savings Plans*

Saturday, May 13, 10:15-10:45 a.m.  
114th and Dodge branch
Learn the ins, outs and how-tos of 529 college 	
savings plans.	

To enroll in the Kids’ Banking or 529 College Savings 
Plans seminars, please call 964-8401 or log on to 
firstnational.com/seminars.

*Securities provided by PrimeVest Financial Services, Inc., 
an independent registered broker/dealer and registered 
investment adviser. Member SIPC. Advisory services may 
only be offered by Investment Adviser Representatives in 
connection with an appropriate PrimeVest Advisory Services 
Agreement and disclosure brochure as provided.

• Not FDIC Insured • May Go Down in Value • Not a Deposit   
• Not Guaranteed By the Bank • Not Insured By Any Federal 		
	 Government Agency
 

Last year, The Nebraska Classic between Creighton and 
Nebraska attracted more than 20,000 fans, making it the 
largest single-game crowd in the country in 2005 and the 
10th largest regular-season crowd in NCAA history. Join  
us again this year to cheer on your team! 





If you’re still holding back because of concerns over 
safety, cost, convenience or service, this look at common 
misconceptions may soon have you joining the converts 
and clicking into your accounts. 

Myth  Online banking isn’t secure. 
facts  Reputable financial institutions, like First National 
Bank, are committed to protecting their customers and 
account information. Bank online only with an institution 
that uses multiple security protocols, such as data 
encryption, firewalls, timed log-outs and password 
verification. Remember, too, that security is a shared load. 
To uphold your end, use hard-to-guess passwords, up-to-
date security software and a secure Internet connection.

Myth  Online banking involves extra costs. 
facts  Every bank has its own policy regarding charges.  
In general, though, online banking can be a cost-
efficient option if you have a computer and Internet 
access. For instance, at First National Bank, Online 
Banking and BillPay are free to account holders. It 
might even save you money: You could cut postage 
costs and use fewer checks by using Online BillPay, 
and you could reduce fuel costs (and save time!)  
by transferring funds online instead of in person.

Myth  �Online banking is complicated  
and time consuming. 

facts  You don’t have to be a tech expert to use 
online banking. Programs are typically designed for the 
average person, and if you can cruise the Net, you’ll 
probably find it a snap to take your banking online. You 
may even find it faster, easier and more convenient than 
traditional banking. With First National Bank’s online 
system, for example, you gain 24/7 access to your account, 
with the ability to check balances, view images of cleared 
checks, download information into financial software  
such as Quicken,® make credit card payments and  
more. All without leaving your computer. 
 

Myth  �You lose customer service and account 
services with online banking.

facts  You don’t miss out on good service just because  

you sign up for online banking. You can still stop by a  

branch or call a Personal Banker. However, you may  

enjoy extra perks with your online enrollment. For  

instance, First National Bank’s optional online services 

include e-mail alerts about account activity, check  

ordering, limit-increase requests, eStatements (no more 

paper!), credit card balance transfers and more.

24/7 Financial Control
Fifty million people can’t be wrong: Banking online has its benefits.

How to Achieve Financial Harmony
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Online Banking: Myth vs. Fact

Prepare to talk. Open communication is essential to 

managing money while maintaining marital happiness. To 

make financial discussions as comfortable and fruitful as 

possible, pick a time and setting that fosters calm —  

not stress, tension or 

distractions. Then focus 

strictly on the financial 

concern. If emotional 

issues come up, set them 

aside and pick up the 

discussion later.

Get it in the open. 
Honesty is the basis 

of a good financial 

relationship between 

you and your spouse. 

Get to know each other’s 

financial pictures, 

values and attitudes. 

List all assets and debts, 

discuss views on money 

management, share 

stories about how your 

parents handled financial 

issues and discuss money 

issues related to your 

children. Bring up any 

concerns about your 

spouse’s financial habits in a  

calm, nonjudgmental manner.

Organize your accounting. Whether or not  

you and your spouse are equally savvy about  

financial issues, you both should have a voice in 

managing the family’s money. However, you might  

opt to have one person pay the monthly bills and keep the 

accounts up to date. Similarly, you might decide to pool 

all money into joint checking and savings accounts, or 

you might maintain a joint account just for bills, with each 

partner also maintaining personal accounts. There’s no 

right way, and if one path doesn’t work, try another.

Look toward the future. To help you plan for known 

changes — perhaps buying a house, having a baby or 

retiring — as well as unexpected events, discuss your 

general and financial goals. Include both short- and long-

term aims, individual and mutual hopes. Then talk about 

ways to reach those goals. Be prepared to compromise a 

little for the greater good.

Embrace assistance. 
Since money can be such 
a tricky topic, both in 
terms of emotions and 
complexity, many couples 
turn to outside experts to 
help them start discussions, 
make plans and stay on 
target. You can use the 
Financial Planner Tool at 
firstnational.com to get 
objective but personalized 
recommendations on 
meeting your financial 
goals. Then talk with a 
Personal Banker to set up 
savings accounts or other 
programs to help reach 
those goals. Your Personal 
Banker can also refer you 
to a Financial Consultant 
for more comprehensive 
assistance. Call 341-RATE 

to make an appointment, or simply stop by your 
local branch.  

At First National Bank, we want to be your one-stop 
financial resource. It’s just one way we’re trying to help you 
achieve your dreams — including being married “happily 
ever after.”
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Online banking has increased more than any other online activity since March 2000, according to a  
2005 survey by the Pew Internet and American Life Project. Fifty million Americans and nearly half of all  
U.S. Internet users now bank online. 

Money Mergers 
It’s no surprise and no secret that money is a  
main point of controversy in many marriages.  
In fact, 60 percent of married couples report  
fighting about money, according to the Consumer 
Credit Counseling Service. If that statistic hits a  
little too close to home, you may appreciate these 
five suggestions for achieving financial harmony.

Be prepared  

to compromise  

a little for the  

greater good.

If your interest is piqued and you’d like to 
learn more about Online Banking, try our 
free, no-obligation demonstration. Just visit 
firstnational.com and click on Online Services 
to get started today. You can get details about 
security and system requirements, and learn 
more about online services that can help 
make your banking chores easier than ever.

Try It Out: No Strings Attached 
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One method that’s become popular in recent years  
is the Coverdell Education Savings Account (ESA). The 
overview below can help you decide if a Coverdell ESA  
is an option worth considering for your future scholar.

What it is: A college savings vehicle you set up through a 
financial institution. Originally known as the Education 
IRA, it allows you to pick from an investment selection 
that includes stocks, bonds, mutual funds and certificates 
of deposit (CDs). With some restrictions, you can roll over 

funds from an existing ESA into a new one at a different 
financial institution, move funds from an ESA into a 529 
college savings plan, or contribute to both an ESA and a 
529 college savings plan.

Who’s eligible: Anyone under age 18, regardless of 
relationship to you. If the need arises, you can change the 
beneficiary to another qualifying family member without 
penalty. Contributions must end when the beneficiary 
reaches age 18.

Who can contribute (and how much): Pretty much  
anyone — parents, grandparents, other relatives, 
friends or businesses. However, your child can receive a 
maximum contribution of $2,000 per year from all sources. 
If your child is the beneficiary of multiple Coverdell 
accounts, he or she can receive only $2,000 total across all 
the accounts. The contribution limit drops for modified 
adjusted gross incomes over $190,000 ($95,000 for single 
filers). However, you can gift money to your child, who 
can then contribute on his or her own behalf.

What you can use it for: Any qualified education expense, 
including tuition, fees, books, supplies and, often, 
room and board — as long as your child enrolls in an 
eligible educational institution. (For a list of qualifying 
institutions, go to fafsa.ed.gov and click on Find my 
school codes.) You may also be able to use withdrawals  
for grade school expenses.

How it’s taxed: With some restrictions, the account grows 
free of federal income tax, and withdrawals are typically 
tax-free when used for qualifying education expenses. 
Contributions are not tax deductible, but may qualify for 
the annual gift tax exclusion.

How it impacts financial aid: The Coverdell is viewed as 
an asset of the account holder (you), not the beneficiary 
(your student). That’s good news, since financial aid 
offices typically expect parents to use just 5 percent  
of their assets for a child’s college expenses, but expect 
students to contribute as much as 35 percent of  
their assets. 

Exploring the  
Coverdell Account 
Spring brings a wave of high school graduates —  
and a group of parents preparing to dip into those 
long-developing college savings accounts. But if 
your child isn’t yet donning a cap and gown, you 
may still be wondering about the best ways to  
save for those future educational expenses. 

Nebraska Natives in the Garden 
A century and a half ago, long before suburbia and manicured lawns, most of 
Nebraska was covered in prairie plants. Today, people are increasingly putting 
that native flora back into their yards, appreciating the hardy, low-maintenance 
attributes as much as the beauty. 

With summer bringing some of the most colorful prairie blooms, now is an ideal time  
to start planning and planting your own patch of native Nebraska.

Prepare Your Plot 
Many prairie plants work well in even modest-size lots and look equally attractive in  
a dedicated prairie space or integrated with a more formal garden bed. So pick your 
favorite spot, then eliminate any weeds before planting. In addition, you’ll probably  
want to improve the soil, since most yards no longer boast the area’s original rich,  
fertile earth. To compensate and help your native plants flourish, work in compost  
and good quality topsoil.

Pick of the Prairie 
When planning what to plant and where to put it, experts at the Nebraska 
Statewide Arboretum (NSA) suggest sectioning your planting space into a 
grid of one-square-yard plots. Within each square, plant:

n  One dominant grass (e.g., big bluestem, prairie dropseed).

n  One subsidiary grass (e.g., prairie sedge).

n  �Four species of cool season flowers (e.g., white wild indigo,  
candle anemone).

n  �Four species of warm season flowers (e.g., pale purple coneflower, 
plains coreopsis).

Add one shrubby prairie flower (e.g., leadplant) for every 10 of your  
one-square-yard plots. Finish by sprinkling pioneer plant seeds  
(e.g., daisy fleabane) across the entire space.

For more details on prairie plants and picking the best options for your 
yard, talk to experts with your local Extension Service or at nearby 
nurseries. You can also find helpful information at the NSA Web site, 
arboretum.unl.edu.

Take (a Little) Care 
One appealing trait of native Nebraskan flora is that it requires little  
care. In fact, the NSA experts recommend not watering your prairie 
garden once it’s established. This way, you essentially sift out plants  
that need more water than nature provides. The NSA also discourages  
the use of pesticides and fertilizers, and suggests picking your weeding 
battles by expending energy just on those likely to be most invasive  
and troublesome.

You should realize that prairie flora typically take a year or two to put 
down extensive root systems and really flourish. So be patient. Before long,  
you’ll be rewarded with a beautiful view of the prairie, right outside your window.
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Insights on the “Education IRA” Bring the Prairie Home — and Add Value

This overview covers the basics, but if you’d like to further explore the Coverdell ESA or other 
options for funding your child’s (or grandchild’s) college education, we’d be happy to help. Just 
call 964-8400 to speak with a Financial Consultant at First National Investments & Planning. 
And consider attending First National Investments & Planning’s 529 College Savings Plan 
seminar, which discusses several college savings choices. The next seminar is scheduled for 
May 13. Please call 964-8401 or log on to firstnational.com/seminars for more information 
or to enroll.

Get the 
Full 

Picture

There’s Value in 
Those Flowers

n Landscaping can add 7 
to 15 percent to your 
home’s actual value 
and yield a 100 to 200 
percent return on your 
investment.

n Upgrading landscaping 
from average to good 
can increase your  
home sale price  
4 to 5 percent.

n Upgrading from good to 
excellent can raise the 
price 6 to 7 percent.

To gain further  
value from your 
landscaping investment, 
consider financing the 
improvements with a 
low-rate, tax-deductible* 
First National Bank 
home equity loan or  
line of credit. 
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Source: American Nursery &  
Landscape Association 
* Consult your tax adviser.

Securities provided by PrimeVest Financial Services, Inc., an independent registered broker/dealer and registered investment adviser.  
Member SIPC. Advisory services may only be offered by Investment Adviser Representatives in connection with an appropriate PrimeVest 
Advisory Services Agreement and disclosure brochure as provided.
• Not FDIC Insured • May Go Down in Value • Not a Deposit  • Not Guaranteed By the Bank • Not Insured By Any Federal Government Agency
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A common challenge for many business 
owners today involves time. Specifically, not 
having enough time to do everything their 
daily schedule demands. A growing number 
of time-starved business owners, however, 
are finding relief in one place, their nearby 
First National Bank branch.

One stop, diverse expertise.
Home to the same great service they 
receive with their personal accounts, First 
National Bank helps savvy business owners 
manage both their business and personal 
accounts with a wide variety of financial 
services in one time-saving visit.    

With the guidance and friendly service of a 
skilled Business Banker as their one point 
of contact, owners can get insight on their 
finances, plan for business growth and even 
discuss their personal goals without having 
to drive all over town. 

Separate, always confidential.
Never sacrificing the independence or 
privacy of an owner’s personal accounts, 
Business Bankers at First National Bank 

are experienced at assessing needs and 
finding solutions that meet those needs. 
First National Bank offers valuable business 
services like:

• Business Checking & Savings Accounts

• Business Loans, Lines of Credit & 
Credit Cards

• Free Visa® Business Check Card

• Free Business Banking Online

• Free Online BillPay on 
Relationship Priced Accounts

• Cash Management & 
Payment Processing Options

• Insurance & Financial Planning 
for Business and Family

Many services, one high standard.
Take advantage of the collective strength 
and convenience of First National Bank.  
Call a Business Banker today at 
346-FNBO (3626) or 800-214-5160, 
outside Omaha.

Research suggests business owners 
that use one financial institution 

tend to have a higher net worth and 
faster growing company.

Discover personal and business 
banking resources all in ONE place.

Member FDIC

Maximize 
Time and Money


